" No, it isn't - not if you keep quiet. * . . Your husband will think that you have given the key back to the bank. It will be exactly the same thing as if the safe did not belong to you any more."
<c I might even arrange, mightn't I, to go and pay the rent at the bank a little before it falls due, so that they shouldn't send their letter of reminder to me at home ? "
** The very thing ! Besides, between now and then I shall have brought Leheudry to you, so that he can tell you himself to hand over the parcel to me. Or I'll get him to give me a note in his own handwriting."
" A note ! . .. That's true ! Why didn't you bring a note from him ? "
" Because I was in a position to give you much better proofs.... I needn't tell you that I still have any number of other details about him, about you, about how you met
each other. ... If you want me to quote them to you------
You won't have any more doubts about me."
" No, monsieur, I believe you."
" That strikes me as much more conclusive than three lines of writing and a signature, which it is easy to imitate. Besides, in confidential affairs, I don't like too many documents. You never know what happens to them. I may add that a lawyer, when he undertakes a commission, is usually taken at his word."
" Oh, forgive me, monsieur! I only said that because of the principle of the thing."
They went into the safe-deposit department.
" Do you want to come down with me ? " she asked.
"Of course I do."
" Do you think it's allowed ? "
" Fm sure it is. As the renter of a safe, you have a right to bring anybody you like with you - provided that you are present yourself. . .."
In the basement, women by themselves, wearing wedding-ringSj and couples of small investors or retired people, sitting at narrow tables, were tearing off dividend coupons.